


Chapter 6 

WHEN TO LET THE LITTLE 

BUZZARDS TUMBLE 

Turning Everyday Hassles into Everyday Successes 

Since actions speak more loudly than words, one of the most effective ways for

authority figures to convey this message to children at times is simply to sweep the rug 
out from under them and "let the little buzzards tumble!" Fair and swift discipline 
delivered as a consequence of unacceptable behavior is very effective in teaching 
important lessons to children in ways that words cannot convey. 

PRINCIPLES 

• Be willing to make tough decisions.

Practicing reality discipline consistently is difficult. It takes a lot of time, 
energy, effort and concentration, but in the end you will find the results well 
worth the effort. You might not be the most popular person in the room at the 
time, but if you care enough about the children in your life to keep them going 
in the right direction, being the "bad guy" for a time is a small price to pay. 

• People are more important than things.

If a total stranger comes to your front door and asks for"the keys to your car or 
your house, you certainly wouldn't hand over the keys! You'd think the 
person was crazy! Don't be any less cautious with the children entrusted to 
you. Enjoy them, treasure them and protect them from any and all bad 
influences that might come knocking at their door. Your children are your 
most precious assets. 

• Discipline in love, not anger.

If you feel that your anger is bordering on being out of control at a given time, 
do not choose that moment to discipline a child. Whether you remove 
yourself or the child from the situation, allow time for your emotions to calm 
lest you fly off the handle and say or do something you'll be sorry for later. 
Let the child know that you are too angry to deal with him or her at that 
precise time, but that when you have calmed down, you will be back to deal 
with the issue at hand. 
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